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As we gather around the huge Squadron birth-
day ecake, brightly aglow with its two candles, on
this, our second anniversary, it is only proper
that we pause for a few moments to reflest back
upon these two years of our military being - two
yzars of trials and tribulations - and fun.

When the 340th Bombardment Group was _oramed
in August 1942, it was decreed that one of its
sons would be the 487th Squedron; and on Septem—
ber 15th of that same year, that son, was borno
It was, we must admit, Oftbﬂ a problem child, but
what great person hasn‘t been?

The task of forming thc new organization fell
to Lt. Bugbece and Capt. Whittington, who was ap-
pointed Sguzdron Commender. 4s time went by new
officers Jjoined the Group as did cadres sent out
from the 305th Greup. 45 we look back at our-
selves we must admit that we were just a bunch of
little fellows trying to find our places in a
rapidly growing organization.



Judging from reports, it would be hard to say whlch
had the better time.

The feandly reunion took place at El Kabrit,
eyt on March 29th. « .The bovs of ths f1lieht echess ‘
lon were on hand to grect the ground forces Wl by

this time were greatly wearied, haggered, and
above all else - hungry. Rcadjustment came fast
and soon everything, including the sands and winds
of the desert, was going full blast in final pre-~
paration for the trip te the blue, a date wnlch
Wes movs Tohge . eoming,. 4.
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Again we spllt up, this time into three ¢ groups,
and by the time the third group caught up to the
first it was moving time again, Here followed a
succession of moves to Sfax and Hergla, Tunisia,
neither of which proved to be toc much to the
taste of unyonc, &aVe _the arabs,
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, nown that we were alrcady ccn-
tributing = a great deal to the defeat of the CGerman

Nrny.e  armament was kept extremely busy loading

bombs cnly to find that the load for the next mission
had been changed, There was nothing to do but dump
the load and put different
poundage intc the bonb bays
of the faithful Mitchells,
Here, too we were being

AR

constantly alerted, for it seemed someone had grave
fears of a Nagi paratroop attack. Guard was doubled
and alert crews were set up but, happily, nothing
ever hapnanrzd,

e

e : " ."- B -"l,
A B i 2 -
Wit TR L i}a the buys 1n the States, a BX
i bW ST B : a2 h y
,ﬁ??wnaﬁj B AR just a harndy place to.go o

. X&?@@N{x&ﬂ&ﬁ?’f- kecp away from details but in
T wfm?ﬁg%fi? the desert it was a salvation

) in-a different way. A line:
{7 would form at least two hours
“efcru the PX would open up. You see, it was quite
uncertain whether the cigarcttes, candy —- mostly
lifc,mr ers == and various other small articles
Wwontd L st long enough te supply the great dcmandg

Cne of the most wclcome struectures ever built
in the squadron, was the Enlisted iien-. . lub at
Hergla. 4rrangements were made to get beer from
Tunls, so here at last was tn@ perfect. answer to
a GI's prayer at the ond of a hot, busy day,

With lumps in our throats, probably gobs of
c¢lay which accunulated while we slept with open
mouths, we bid farewell to Afr  , the dand of
Py pauludy. @7nds. winds, and Araps, and later,
after a very plc&udnt voyage, we found ourselves
on the fair islend of Sicily. Here for the first
time in many months we saw people, especially

girls, and what a sight for sore eyes they were,

Cetania found everyone quite happy and con-
tented, and why not? We could figure on a stand
down about every second day, and that meant a
trip into town or perhaps up to Via Grande to en-—
joy a satisfying meal of steak, chicken, and
french fries. The restaurant there became a great
cocmpetitor of our own mess Hall,
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Sct. Francis M. Barnes
BASEBAIT, (i 3
T/Sgt. Henry J. McClernon -
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”/Sgtc Edward Grzham
BINGO AND RAFFIH
Set. Howgrd T. Bates Sfv. franecis Ms Barnes

STAGE
Pfc Wallace Iarson  (

: T'

LLG T 1PT

ik i 2 e i,

t Q&C o L, -Jlllj. S‘_,
- 11\ {‘Tr"\ IT|1,’*\
k& lSt Libe Jert I.

BOOKLE

b,

'DT T ‘l“i“"r\:.'-;"!
bl

uLt Gregory C. hcore

P, B. Le Tayler

uﬁil e
N t'"
J ok =
éalsbury 'y
Z : i
a/Sgt. Charles k. Goodrich §

Pfc Anthony J. Nieli Pfe Edward A. Burke
Cpl. Malcolm P, White Pvt  Howard B. Rosenberg
Sgt. Samuel Boor T/Sgt. Dexter F. Garbet
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