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As we gath€r around the huge Squadron ~1rth--

.. day cake~ brightly a.glO"~\1with its two cPt-Tid1es,-.on
this, our second aru1iyersary~ it is only proper
that we pause for a few momepts to reflect back
upon these two years of' our mili tary b@irlg - two
years of trials and tr,ilquiations - and. fun.
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Vfu~n the 340th Bpm15ardment Grqup wa~ ..i: ol~tned
in iiUg\.tst 1942, it was decreed. that ope of its
$0118 would be the 487th Squa.drorl; and .Gn S0ptezp.-.
her 15th pfthat same year, tbat SOI1:.W?lSborDo
It was, we must admit, often a problem., child~ but
what great person hasn't b?en?' '

F

The task of forming the new Qrganization ~fell ~

to Lt. Bugbee and Capt" Whittin[;'ton, who was ~p;...~ ,.. -"i

pointed 0q~_13.jt0n Commander. 45 tirIip went by p~w
officers joj_Ylod the Group as did cadres sent out
from the 309th Group ~ As we look back at our-.
~elve8 we must admit that w@were' just g, b~nch- o~:, C'i'.
little fellows try.ingto find our places in a .

rapidly gFowing organiz~tion.
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judging fr ().IDreport s J it would be hard to / say which,
had t,he ibet'ter tvne."

1

, The f ar;~ily reunion took plac Gat El Kabri t,
Egypt on March 29th4! The boys of th';flight ,,:;che-
Ion 1j-Jere on hand to greet the ground forces "N~,nby
this ti~mewere greatly wearied, haggered,and
above all else - hungry. Readjustment came fast
and soon everything, including the sands and winds'
of the desert., was going full blast in final pre-,
paration for the trip to the bl~e, a date which
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Again we split up, this time into threog:roup:s,
and by the time the third group caught up to the I

I. first it was moving time af:;.'aint} . Here follO'we',d a I
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71~~~;:,'1/0:b\.rrltQ ,hat all we had done so fa:r.

- I .'x ~-..a2\":iG!~l:1" vas to m0ye f:or;1~ne bad 'p~'
." ~

. ~~

.

'I

.

~ ~--':

.
~.":-~:~,:~:':~--~j 0 ar:other sllg

.

htl;r worse~, ~1
I

I ~

-
8f(

' £
[t:1B

~ - '- ",." "', oss1.ble , we want to :het ~f be ~.~_. -~- ' """'I'I,II..jt:: '

l.u.,; I :. ,~ ..:..!-"':;::"'-u' .-nowJSl that ,we were already con-
. -crJ..'but3.ng a great d,eal to the def eat of the German I

t -~.. JIr.mam<Jptwas ~ept extrerJlely busy l'Oading
bombs only to fiFld that, tIne lop.d for the nextroi'Ssion i

had beep changed. ThGre was nothing to do but dump!
the load and put dit f ~rent
;@.ou.'ndageinto 'the bom~ ~bays
of the faithful lvIitchells.
Here, too we wore being
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constap.tly alc)rted, for it seemed someone had grave
f oars of a Nazi paratr~oop' ~'lttaQ'1.ceo Guard v~'as do1!l.bled
and alert crews were set up but" happily" bothing
0,'tler

'
h. ,"-:-""""'",',!",",""'1

~ ".t""- .'-.0-

--:r "-~'~"-':-"_;"-:'" "-:-"""', ,':t,..,,~ ,. 1 ..,' .' - "..,. I ' . t
" ~. \ ;"- ., -fGi'>".~ , b . ' t lr. ' t "" ti(""":':"'

I.
"','"

. ,
.

.
'

I

'

.

lotn.s,UYSln .IIl'eSc::oGs " t9IPX
. ~ 'I . \ <

... ',I"\"'i,t - "'"'I' . I'" '°t. 0 1-. nd la , t t,
1

"'~~...
.
,}... .. 1') ,I " " I "A""";,\?r

.

'
.
~
.
,
.';"-,~, '.:1'§ J

.
Ua u. ua y p ce 0 go .0

i I l::,""'~'J "..,J""'.II\h\\."~"

'i;". ~\~!}t~n :,~~~\hi\"':;;"'., keep a1Jvay from details but In.

.

'I:!~
.

.~i!I\;!\\\tl!tlj,.~:~~:~.
~

) " ,the de
..
sert

.
it

.

was a
.

sa,lv&
.
tion ,

'i'

1Ut
.,v~.

~I"'~'~' . j'-P f t A 1 , ,
'{ ,', ">~'

.

' I\ II ' 1"
.

11I J..,r: a
.

C.li Gr e
.

11 ~ way. .In e ' ;

':;' 'i / \.\..: "' ;..-r' ,
/' "" ":- ~illl} would form at leas t two 1:lours
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heforo the PX would open up. You see, it was quite
; uncGrtainwhethel' tho cigilrGttes~ c&!itdJ{-- mostly
l;i.fe-e"'~TE3rlS-- ana various other small arti€les, '

wo~' 1.d last long Gnough tc supply 'the gr6q.t (jemando

One of the' 111051;wolc,Orne strt1/ctur1:-~S 'ever .built
in ,the 'sqnadron, was the Enlisted 1:16n.I- ~'1ub at
Hergla. J.~rr_angE?mentswere made to get beer ,fromI " '

'rlH1is, 80 here at last was the per.~ectahswer to
a HIts prayer at tklE:iend of' a firot, busy dayo'

, I,

With lumps, in our throats J probably gobs of.
clay which accumulated 'while we, 51~pt with open

'mouths ,w.etlid. f iirewell to Afi" '1 , the land. of
p~ J;'c.:UH.i~.::" C1!H"\r1~,winds, and Arejl.os , and lat e,!'"
~ ' \

after ,a very pleasant voyage" w,e found ourselves
on the, f air island of Sicily. Here, for the first
time in many months we saw people" especiallw I

,girls,,~ and what a sight for sore eyes they; were. '

\
, ' ,

Gatania found everyone quite happy and con-
tent'eQ1'J ana Wi~Ynot? liVe could 'figure Of}.a stand
down about every second day", and that meant a
trip into town or perhaps up to Via Grande to en-'
joy a satisfying meal of steak, cnickefl, and
f~ench fries. 'Jibe irestatlFant there hee-ame a great
oompetitor of our own me,ss'Hall.
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